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Museum employees 
honoured for long 
service 


A. a special awards 


ceremony on March 24, Mr. Gérard 
Pelletier, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, accompanied by museum 
component heads presented medals 
to 23 employees for 35 years of gov- 
ernment service. Fourteen NMC per- 
sonnel who provided 25 years of ser- 
vice also received commemorative 
plaques. The following individuals 
were recognized for their outstanding 
contribution. 


At NMNS, Vertebrate Ethnology 
Section, Stuart D. MacDonald, Cura- 
tor, 35 years, and David A. Gill, 
Curatorial Assistant, 25 years. 

At the Canadian War Museum, 
35 years: Don B. Carrington, 
Deputy Curator of Collections, John 
D. Chown, Keeper of Arms, Bernard 
P. Lacey, Warehouse Foreman, 
Frank R. McGuire, Keeper of Archi- 
val Resources, and Richard K. 
Malott, Curator of Collections. 

At CMC, David A. Laverie, Scien- 
tific illustrator, Archacological Survey 
of Canada, 25 years. 

At NGC, Douglas L. Allatt, Tech- 
nical Advisor, 35 years: J. MacGregor 
Grant, Acting Head, Restoration 
and Conservation Laboratory, and 
Barbara Boutin, Secretary, Photog- 
raphy Collection Division, 25 years. 

At NMST, 25 years: William C. 
Hiscock, Head, Stores; James P. 
Malone, Chief, Public Relations 
and Information, and Joseph G.J. 
Minnie, Chief, Finance and Admin- 
istration. 

At Corporate Services, 35 years: 
A. Eugene Traynor, Special Advisor 


A New Secretary-General for NMC 


On May 21, Communications Min- 
ister Flora MacDonald announced the 
appointment of John Edwards as 
Secretary-General of the National 
Museums of Canada. 

John Edwards was born in Cairo, 
Egypt on October 18, 1940 and was 
raised in the United Kingdom. 

He received a BA from the Univer- 
sity of British Columbia in 1961, then 
worked for several years in Central 
Africa with the British Government. 
He received an MA in Economics from 
the University of Manchester (U.K.) in 
1967. 

Between 1967 and 1970, Mr. 
Edwards was with Statistics Canada 
(Ottawa). From 1970 to 1975 he held 
various positions in the areas of effi- 
ciency evaluation and organization at 
the Treasury Board. He was named 
Commissioner of the Public Service 
Commission in 1976 where he stayed 
until 1982 at which time he was 
appointed Associate Deputy Minister 
and Vice-Chairman of Employment 
and Immigration Canada. 


on Museum Security. 25 years: Wally 
J. Kozar, A/Assistant Secretary- 
General; C.W. Ken Heard, Corporate 
Policy Officer, Planning and Manage- 
ment Services; Jean-Pierre Roussel, 
Building Manager, Architectural 
Services; and at Library Services, 
John E. Levasseur, Camera Opera- 
tor, microfilming, and Kathleen 
M. Desrochers, cataloguer. 


Protection Services, 35 years 

At 219 Argyle: Director John J. 
Prok, Assistant Director John S. 
Dunn and Supervisor John K. 
Stacey. At the VMMB: J. Denis 
Prince, Division Chief; Charles G. 
Coates, Operations Manager; Robert 
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P. Cunningham, Supervisor; and 
Officers Robert J.R. Fauvelle, 
Rupert H.E. Brunke and Wally J. 
Wishart. 

At NMST, Allan J. Chapman, Divi- 
sion Chief, Carl R. Benjamin, Super- 
visor and Officer Charles Gohier. At 
NGC, James O. Cram, Supervisor, 
and Officers Armand E. Allard, Paul 
R. Demers and Paul R. Demers and 
William E. Moore. 


Protection Services, 25 years 
Vance McDougall, Security for 

new accommodation projects, and 

Gerald H. Sinnett, Officer at the 
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Canada 
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Comings and Goings 


Science and Technology 

Chris Laing, Assistant Director, 
Public Programmes, moved to the 
Canadian Museum of Civilization as 
Assistant Director, Operations. He is 
succeeded by Jean-Pascal Souque, 
Senior Science Advisor, Science Coun- 
cil of Canada. Shirley Monteith, 
Finance and Administration, has been 
seconded to the Director's office. 
John Massia is now Operational Sup- 
port Assistant, Protection Services. 

John Corby, Curator of Industrial 
Technology, retired in May after 
39 years of service; in 1948, he moved 
to Ottawa to work for the National 
Research Council of Canada and has 
been with the NMST for the last 
19 years. Censis Damberg, who 
began in drafting at NMC in 1965, re- 
tired in March after 21 years of service 
with Technical Services, the Architec- 
tural and Planning Branch and the 
NMST. 


National Gallery 

David Grant, Curatorial Assistant, 
Prints, Drawings and Photography, 
Moira Johnson, Special Events Coor- 
dinator, and John Sargeant, Photo- 
grapher, have been appointed to term 
positions until 31 March 1988. 

Mike Williams, Slide Processor in 
the Library, and Greg Spurgeon, 
Collections Documentation Manager, 
are now permanent staff, as well as 
Lucille Banvile and Emily Tolot in 
the office of the Assistant Director, 
Public Programmes. 

Gerald Asadchy has been appoint- 
ed Buyer, Material Management, and 
Nancy Lanthier, Chief, Financial 
Account Division, Corporate Services, 
has been seconded to the NGC 
Finance Department. Monique 
McCaig, Marketing Assistant, Repro- 
duction Rights and Sales, resigned on 
March 20. 


Natural Sciences 

Steve Cumbaa, Head, Zooarchaco- 
logical Identification Centre, has been 
appointed Acting Assistant Director, 
Collections and Research, until 
January 1988. His position has been 
filled by Darlene Balkwill, his for- 
mer assistant, who was succeeded by 
Faunal Analyst Leslie Still. 

Jadwiga Frank, Curatorial Assist- 
ant, Ichthyology Section, has returned 
from maternity leave and Louise 
Trahan, Acting Head, Promotional 


Programme, left on May 15 to accept 
a position with Canada Council. 
Barry Peers, Head of Exhibit 
Programmes, has been appointed 
Acting Chief, Public Services Division. 
At Technical Operations, Sandra 
Taylor, Taxidermist, has been 
appointed to a permanent position. 
Marie-Thérése D’Amour, Diane 
Rochon, Harvey Slack and John 
Whiting have been transferred to the 
new Marketing Division. Lorraine de 
Granpré, Secretary, Design Services, 
has been transferred to the Director's 
office and George Gibson has been 
appointed to the permanent posi- 
tion of Curator of Parasites, General 
Invertebrates and Parasites. 


Corporate Services 

At Personnel Services two Person- 
nel Advisors joined the department — 
Wally Munro from Health and 
Welfare and Roger Latour from 
External Affairs. Personal Advisor 
Marilyn St-Germain started her 
maternity leave in March. 

From Administration Services, 
Gaétane Bernier, Chief, Contracts 
Management, left to join CIDA as 
Chief, Information Systems. Chief of 
Material Management Rhéal Pilon 
has been promoted Chief, Depart- 
mental Material Management Division, 
Environment Canada. 

At the ASG Office, Louise Dubois, 
Planning Officer, has been seconded 
to the CMC as Policy and Planning 
Officer, and Joanne Proulx, Special 
Projects Officer, has been appointed 
secretary to the new Marketing 
Division at NMNS. 


At Information Services, Gerald 
McDuff, Unit Head, Media, Promo- 
tion and Enquiries, has been seconded 
to Corporate Communications, Public 
Works Canada. 

At Financial Services, Joe McGrath, 
Clerk, Financial Accounts, resigned 
from his position on June 19 to work 
in the private sector. 

At Protection Services, Denis 
Greenall, Special Projects Officer, has 
taken a position with Parks Canada as 
Collections Manager at Fort George, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

At Architectural Services, Secretary 
Linda Gravelle started her maternity 
leave on May 4. Kathleen O’Neil 
Cole, Project Architect, will be going 
on maternity leave in August. 


Medal of Bravery to 


CMC Barbara J. Truscott 


Barbara J. Truscott 


Ms. Barbara J. Truscott was, on the 
26th of June, 1987, one of 20 Cana- 
dians to receive the Medal of Bravery 
from the Governor General of Canada, 
Her Excellency the Right Honourable 
Jeanne Sauvé, at a ceremony at 
Government House. 


On July 4, 1985, Ms. Barbara 
Truscott, Division Clerk for the Cana- 
dian Ethnology Service of the Cana- 
dian Museum of Civilization, was 
assisting Ms. Pamela Moncrieff to load 
books onto a heavy-duty steel shelving 
bay. It is estimated that each unit 
weighed 2,500 pounds when loaded. 
Ms. Moncrieff was stacking the unit 
when it began to buckle and fall 
towards her. Ms. Truscott, seeing the 
danger, jumped in and braced herself 
against the unit, keeping its full weight 
from falling on her colleague. She sup- 
ported the unit for several minutes 
and her cries for help alerted other 
staff, who then helped clear the 
fallen books which were then almost 
burying Ms. Truscott. Ms. Moncrieff 
escaped with a few sprains and 
minor kidney damage but without 
Ms. Truscott’s instinctive reaction, 
would have suffered severe, possibly 
life-threatening injuries. Ms. Truscott 
suffered serious injuries to her knee, 
neck and shoulder, forcing her to 
remain off work for over nine months. 


Five medals for the 
NMC Team 


On June 7, at the Terry Fox 
Athletic Complex, the NMC joined the 
Annual Business Olympics organized 
by the City of Ottawa’s Committee for 
Recreation and Elaine Lapensée 
from the NMC. Our small team (8 par- 
ticipants and 2 volunteers) captured 
five medals — three by Hilary 
Parrott from NMST — silver for 
javelin and bronze for shot put and 
3km walk. Elaine Lapensée won the 
silver medal for the women’s junior 
100m run and Karen Vandenhoven 
won the bronze medal for the 1500m 
run. 

Congratulations to all the partici- 
pants and thanks to our volunteers 
Robert Miller and Claire Lapensée 
for their efforts in making this day 
possible. 

We hope next year to have all 
museums represented in these ath- 
letic events which are growing in 
popularity. 


NMC Golf Tournament 


The NMC had their annual golf tour- 
nament on Wednesday June 17th at 
Poplar Grove. One hundred and four 
golfers participated to make this one 
of the largest tournaments in years 
under favourable weather conditions. 

In the past, many golfers will 
remember NMC tournaments were 
played in the rain. The Secretary- 
General, Mr. John Edwards, arrived 
at Poplar Grove around five in the 
afternoon to get acquainted with the 
staff on hand. The three main prizes 
were presented to the winners by 
Wally Kozar, ASG (Corporate 
Services). 

Also, Wally addressed the audience 
and stated that next year on June 23rd 
the tournament will be jointly hosted 
by NMNS and CMC. 

Prizes were given to Laurier 
Gratton for the longest drive and to 
Eric Russell for the closest to the pin 
on a short hole. The winners of the 
NMC Trophy for 1987 were Laurier 
Gratton, Frank Corcoran, Ridge- 
ley Williams and Robert Wall with 
a team score of 66. 

2nd lowest, 69: D. Leblanc, R. 
Cooke, E. Patten and G. Cooke. 

3rd lowest, 72: A. Rolph, D. 


NMC’: s “Olympic Team? 


oS left to right: (Front row) — Janice Angus, 


Elaine Lapensée, Karen Vandenboven and Hilary Parrott. (Back row) — 
Dave Nigra, Hank Johnson, Robert Dupuis and Michael Lundbolm. Photo: 


Robert Miller. 


From left to right: Al Munro, Frank Corcoran, Ridgeley Williams, Robert 
Wall, Laurier Gratton and Wally Kozar. 


Keenlyside, D. Mason and R. 
Emerson. 

During the evening before and after 
the awarding of the various prizes the 
music was supplied by Smiley's Disco- 
theque. 


Thanks to all the people who hel- 
ped me organize this successful golf 
tournament. See you all next year. 


Al Munro, NMST 
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Personnel News 


Administrative Reform for 


Staffing 


In keeping with a trend in the public 
service to streamline the staffing pro- 
cess, cut down on paper burden, make 
staffing more responsive to manage- 
ment’s needs and make managers 
accountable for staffing decisions, the 
NMC conducted a study — Admin- 
istrative Reform for Staffing. This took 
place last summer and included inter- 
views with managers, personnel offi- 
cers and personnel assistants. The task 
force under the leadership of Valerie 
Monkhouse, Director, Library Services 
also looked at the personnel systems 
currently in place. The result is a 
report of 95 recommendations, the 
major thrust of which is sub- 
delegation of staffing authority to 
NMC managers and a recommended 
staffing process which does away with 
a lot of the paperwork and duplication 
inherent in the staffing process. 

The official report, “Administrative 
Reform for Staffing’’ was tabled at a 
Management Committee meeting on 
March 19th. Present at the meeting 
was Huguette Labelle, Chairman of 
the Public Service Commission of 
Canada. Both NMC management and 
Mrs. Labelle pledged a commitment 
to the goals and to the implementation 
of the recommendations where possi- 
ble and within existing legal frame- 
works. The entire process including 
evaluation is expected to take two 
years. 

Already, many recommendations 
have been implemented; others are in 
progress. The subdelegation of staffing 
authority will be implemented via a 
pilot project involving 2 components: 
National Programmes and Science and 
Technology. Training courses will 
be provided for managers in these 
components. 

Approximately six months later, the 
effectiveness of the project will be 
evaluated. At that time the Steering 
Committee which is overseeing the 
implementation of the recommenda- 
tions will decide whether to extend 
subdelegation to managers of the 
remaining components. 

As personnel processes and forms 
change to meet the recommendations, 
Managers will be informed via 


administrative circulars issued by 
Personnel 
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A Final Word 


Ր his is my last 


column. It is intended to be a note of 
thanks for all those who believed in 
the ideas that I espoused in the past 
four years as well as a balance sheet 
of my stay, and a farewell. 

I believe 1 annoyed more than one 
person because of the ideas I held to 
so firmly. There is a whole range of 
activities at the administrative level 
that I believed had to be carried out: 
annual appraisals of performances or 
trips abroad, the planning process, 
including the medium-term plan to 
name only a few before mentioning 
the regular meetings of the manage- 
ment committee and the creation of 
sub-committees, allowing more 
employees to participate in manage- 
ment. Proof that we were moving in 
the right direction was confirmed in 
conversations at the Christmas recep- 
tion, the annual golf tournament and 
employee softball games. I want to 
thank those who supported me during 
my stay at NMC and I hope that the 
various practices I introduced have 
become well entrenched. 

The last four years were very busy 
ones, perhaps too much so. NMC’s 
resources increased while the trend 
elsewhere was towards a decline. 
Although growth was more than 
20 percent, it represents only a minor 
part of our needs. At the museum 
level, questions about cataloguing or 
conservation not to mention service 
to the public outside the capital are 
still in abeyance. The new buildings 
are on everybody’s mind at the 
moment, but what seems to me more 
important for the future is the current 
overall accommodation development 
plan. This will allow the other plan- 
ning elements of the Corporation to 
have their own turn at acquiring per- 
manent quarters. This plan should 
guide NMC beyond the year 2000. It 
is because of such documents that 
NMC has a greater credibility among 
central agencies. It is a significant 


Unions representing NMC employ- 
ees were notified last July of the terms 
of reference of the task force and have 
since been sent copies of the final 
report for comment. 

As progress is made, Personnel will 
endeavor to keep NMC employees 
informed. Copies of the report have 
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accomplishment. This is another in- 
stance where devoted and competent 
people, working in their own field, 
contributed to NMC’s achievements. 
I thank them. 

What does a conductor say at the 
end of a concert? First of all, high 
praise for the composer, in this in- 
stance the National Museums Act 
which I had the honour to be in 
charge of for four years. My con- 
gratulations are also directed to the 
leaders, in this case the members 
of the management committee whom 
I wish success in their personal or 
organization careers. I extend my 
greetings and thanks to the musicians, 
that is, all NMC employees who carry 
on with the real life of the museums, 
beyond the Secretary-General who is 
just a passer-by. 


Adieu 


also been sent to managers and the 


various NMC libraries. If you 
have any questions about the report 
or its recommendations, please call 
Mrs. Wally Munro, Implementation 
Steering Committee Coordinator, 
at 954-4292. 
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Bohdanna Cmoc wins awards 


VICTORIAN CALLING CARDS INSPIRE CMCP EXHIBITION 


The CMCP’s Bohdanna Cmoc has 
spent a lot of time collecting photo- 
graphs. Now she’s collected the Infor- 
mation Services Institute's (ISI) Award 
of Excellence in Displays and Exhibits 
for doing it. 

The Institute, an organization of 
about 200 government information 
officers, awards the prize annually to 
an ISI member. Bohdanna, the CMCP’s 
Information and Research Officer, 
won the award at the ISI’s May meet- 
ing for Carte de Visite; Portraits of 
Canadian Artists, an exhibition of 
artists and entertainers produced by 
the CMCP for the External Affairs 
Department. 

“It was a very exciting exhibition to 
work with,” Bohdanna says. She 
accepted the award as the CMCP’s 
only ISI member, but she’s quick to 
credit her co-workers for their efforts 
on the award-winning show. ‘‘Prac- 
tically everyone օո our team was 
involved,” she says. 

CMCP Registrar Sue Lagasi kept tabs 
on the submissions and purchases of 
the exhibition’s photos. Maureen 
McEvoy worked on the exhibition 
text, written by free-lancer Burf Kay. 
Pat Chase, Anne Jolicoeur, Normand 
Lemonde and Jacques Roy helped pre- 
pare the display and Lise Krueger 
supervised production. Martha Hanna 
and Pierre Dessureault were always 
available for advice. 

But Bohdanna says it was Chief 
Curator Martha Langford who gave 
the project direction. While she had 
a lot of freedom to determine the 
shape of the exhibition, she adds that 
Martha Langford’s “‘curatorial insight” 
was ‘‘never far away and was always 
most appreciated.” 

The 104 portrait exhibition was the 
brainchild of Martha Langford and Jim 
O'Hara of External Affairs’ Interna- 
tional Expositions unit. They wanted 
a photo show that would introduce 
Canada’s cultural movers and shakers 
to Europeans. 

The show's title takes its inspiration 
from the photographic calling cards 
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that were the rage among Victorian 
high society. Instead of small business 
cards, however, large portraits by 
Canada’s best photographers acquaint 
Europeans with Canadian artists, 
dancers, authors, actors and musi- 
cians. The show is, as Bohdanna says, 
a huge “calling card of Canadian 
artists to European audiences.” 

As the exhibition co-ordinator, 
Bohdanna had to flesh out the ideas 
of Langford and O'Hara. ‘I was given 
at first 117 names and then I was sup- 
posed to find photographs of these 
people,” she recalls, adding "11 wasn’t 
as easy as I had originally thought it 
might be.” 

Bohdanna selected portraits from 
archives, newspapers, magazines, film 
stills and photographer's portfolios. 
She then presented them to her col- 
leagues on the exhibition’s selection 
committee Martha Langford, Jim 
O'Hara, and External Affairs’ Richard 
Martin. The committee tried to 
balance new portraits with older 


material, and spread the portrait work 
among as many photographers as 
possible. 

The finished product is an exhi- 
bition that not only showcases the 
Canadian artistic community, but 
highlights the talents of Canadian 
photographers. “We wanted working 
portraits,” Bohdanna says, “not just 
static glossies. Something that reflects 
the personality or spirit of each artist's 
work.” 

The extravagant chanteuse Diane 
Dufresne`s face, for example, is hid- 
den by the bubble gum she is blowing 
in Michel Campeau’s photo, while 
Nigel Dickson’s portrait of David 
Cronenberg shows the horror film- 
maker with a weirdly misshapen face. 

“It was surprising, how many of the 
artists on the list did not have a por- 
trait. Especially choreographers,” 
Bohdanna says. She had to commis- 
sion 14 new portraits to fill in the gaps 
in Carte de visite. 

She says this was the most satisfying 
aspect of the exhibition, and it pro- 
duced some of the most innovative 
pictures. She points to Clara Gutsche’s 
shot of choreographer Edouard Lock 
and some of his dancers in the midst 
of an energetic modern dance. 

“It has a sort of Sistine Chapel qual- 
ity,” she says of the figures” upturned 
faces and outstretched arms. 

With the new exhibition now trav- 
elling through Europe, Bohdanna has 
moved on to other challenging work. 
She had researched and written didac- 
tic/promotional catalogue sheets for 
CMCP’s travelling exhibitions of con- 
temporary photography and for this, 
she has collected this year’s ISI Award 
of Excellence for English writing. 

Since September 1986 Bohdanna 
has been seconded to Education 
Services at the NGC, developing a 
Visitor Services programme for the 
new building as well as researching 
the post-secondary institutions as a 
specific audience for the Gallery. 


Ray Ford 


Looks like video game 


Í. looks a little like 
a video game. Move the joystick 
around and an image on an overhead 
television moves too: advancing, 
receding, resolving itself into little 
angular valleys and rounded hills. 

But it’s not a video game. The joy- 
stick is one of the controls of the 
NMNS’ new $580,000 electron micro- 
probe, and the ‘valleys’ and ‘hills’ on 
the tv screen are really the surface of 
a small mineral crystal, magnified 
thousands of times. 

ՏՕ far we're the only institution in 
Canada that has this quality of equip- 
ment,” says Dr. Scott Ercit, the 
electron-microprobe Laboratory 
Manager and a research mineralogist 
with the Mineral Sciences Division of 
NMNS. 

The new machine uses a sophisti- 
cated computer to analyse the compo- 
sition of a mineral. ‘‘We can now do 
in minutes what two decades ago 
couldn't be done in a week,” Dr. Ercit 
says. For a mineralogist, identifying 
the exact makeup of a mineral is the 
key to a successful experiment. 

The new machine also allows 
researchers like Ercit time for more 
and better-documented experiments. 
“From my point of view,” Dr. Ercit 
says, surveying the microprobe, ‘‘It 
gives me time to go back and write up 
my discoveries!”’ 

The electron microprobe combines 
the magnifying power of an electron 
microscope with five x-ray sensors, 
capable of detecting up to 87 different 
elements that could go into the 
makeup of a mineral. The result is a 
machine that can magnify tiny crystals 
up to 100.000 times and, at the 
same time, sort out the mineral’s 
ingredients. 

Dr. Ercit adds the machine’s capa- 
bility to magnify and photograph 
small objects is an important aid 
in understanding the structure of 
minerals too small to see through 
conventional microscopes. 

“This mineral bothered us for a 
while,” he says, picking up a photo of 
a rare mineral called ‘tiptopite’. He 
points at what looks like a series of 
hexagonal tubes, and adds, “We 
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MICROPROBE ALLOWS TO PEER INTO HEART 


Scott Ercit 


couldn't figure out why it floated.” 

But Dr. Ercit says the mystery was 
solved when the mineral was viewed 
under the microprobe. “We could see 
it was really a tube,” he explains. Air 
bubbles were trapped inside the tube, 
and the crystal floated when placed in 
liquids it should have sunk in. 

The new probe will also help the 
NMNS discover new mineral species. 
Ercit says about 100 new minerals are 
added every year to the list of 3,500 
or so known ones. 

Since they started using the probe 
only a few months ago, researchers 
have already found two minerals they 
were having a hard time identifying. 
Ercit says these may very well turn 
out to be the microprobe’s baptismal 
discoveries. 

Other institutions are also anxious 
to use the new machine to solve their 
own mineralogical problems. Re- 
searchers from both the Royal Ontario 
Museum and Carleton University are 
asking for time on the microprobe. 

Private industry, too, is taking 
advantage of electron microprobes. 
Dr. Ercit says that while purchasing 
and staffing an electron microprobe 
may be too expensive for a mining 


company, in some cases they can't 
afford not to use the machine. He cites 
the work of Dr. Louis Cabris, a 
research scientist with the Department 
of Energy, Mines and Resources. 

In his May address to the Mineralog- 
ical Association of Canada, Dr. Cabris 
said Canadian mines were literally 
throwing away millions of dollars 
of gold and silver lying undetected 
in what the mines thought was waste 
rock. In 1984 alone, Cabris estimates 
Canadian mines tossed about $200 
million of gold and $110 million of 
silver onto the scrap heap. 

Without an electron microprobe, 
Dr. Ercit says, “Its impossible to find 
where all the silver in some mines is 
located.” 

As an example, he picks up another 
black and white photograph taken 
through the NMNS probe. The photo 
shows a rock chip broken in half with 
a white metal streaking through the 
rock’s heart. 

“We actually found wires of silver, ` 
Ercit says, pointing to the white 
streak. ‘This is pure silver, and they 
(the mine's geologists) just couldn't 
see it.” 

“In cases like this,” he adds, we 
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would report back and tell them ‘Stop 
throwing this rock type out!’ ” 

For many mines, there really is gold 
in them there hills of tailings. 

Dr. Ercit says the electron micro- 
probe may be used on more than 
minerals. He speculates the new 
machine could be used to analyse ele- 
ments in plant and animal matter, and 
to determine something like growth 
history of a fish by examining its 
scales. 
| ա A 


But for now, the machine is being 
used on a more prosaic task — cata- 
loguing the minerals in the NMNS 
collection. 

“We've got a lot of samples in our 
collection that we have never really 
identified,” Dr. Ercit explains, “and 
when you're doing research, you 
don’t want everything to be ‘sort of 
this and ‘sort of’ that.” 

Dr. Ercit says the new generation of 
microprobes is so complex and expen- 
sive that very few have been sold in 
Canada. At more than half a million 
dollars, the electron microprobe is 
certainly no video game. 

Besides, there's no place to insert a 
quarter. 


Ray Ford 


Dick Harington awarded the Massey Medal 
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NMNS Dr. Charles Richard Harington (left) was presented with the prestigious 
Massey Medal by Alex T. Davidson, Prestdent of the Royal Canadian 


Geographical Society. 


Dr. Charles Richard Harington, 
Chief of the Paleobiology Division at 
the National Museum of Natural 
Sciences, was presented on May 14 
with the prestigious Massey Medal for 
1987 awarded by the Royal Canadian 
Geographical Society in Ottawa. 

Dick Harington is being recognized 
for his 30 years of outstanding 
achievement in fostering an under- 
standing of Canada’s natural heritage. 
The Massey Medal is awarded for 
achievement in the exploration, devel- 
opment or description of Canada’s 
geography. 

World authority on the ice age, 
Arctic mammals and climatic change, 
Dr. Harington has contributed since 
1965 to the Museum’s international 
reputation through his research and 
findings. 

At present, his efforts concentrate 
on organizing two major international 
meetings, one on the Canadian Arctic 
Islands and the other on Climatic 
Change as well as advising on the 
construction of three life-sized mam- 
moth models to become the Museum's 
first permanent exterior exhibition. 


Dick Harington, 54, was born in 
Calgary. He holds degrees from the 
University of Alberta and from McGill 
University. A prolific writer, his works 
address both the scientific community 
and popular audiences. 


Comings and goings 


Corporate Management 

Nanette Cormier, Special Assistant 
to the Board of Trustees, resigned on 
June 30. Lorraine Belzile, from 
Employment and Immigration, has 
been appointed Secretary to the new 
Secretary General John Edwards; she 
is replacing Jocelyne Bisson-Savard 
who resigned in June. 

Marc Noël, Assistant Director, 
Audit and Evaluation, has been 
appointed Senior Financial Planning 
Officer at CMC. 


National Programmes 

At Programme Coordination, Secre- 
tary Pauline Bourgon resigned from 
her position at the end of May and 
Pierre Gagnon, Travel Clerk, is now 
a member of the permanent staff. 

Jean Vachon, Policy and Planning 
Officer, Office of the ASG R.W. 
Nichols, has been seconded for a year 
as Documentation Researcher at 
CHIN. 

International Programme Officers 
Linda Street and Carol Kalmakoff 
have joined DOC, the former as Policy 
Analyst and the latter as Assistant 
Programme Manager. 

At CHIN, Maria Dallaire, Secre- 
tary, resigned her position in April. 
At the end of an exchange period, 
Merridy Cox resumed her functions 
as Museum Consultant and Mary 
Sullivan has returned to Virginia. 

At MAP, Pearl Hlavacek, Adminis- 
trative Assistant, retired at the end of 
April; Danielle Bertrand has re- 
turned to NMST after being on second- 
ment since November 86. Mark 
Meisner, Assistant Regional Coordi- 
nator, resigned on April 21. 

At MEP, Kevin Burgess has joined 
the NMST Carpentry Shop and 
Susanne Lalonde has been appointed 
Secretary, both on term. 


Ihe Weatherwaticher’s Diary 


Whether or not you re a weather- 
watcher, you'll enjoy learning more 
about climate with the Weather- 
watcher’s diary, the NMNS’ newest 
publication. This perpetual agenda 
calendar produced by Carol Thiessen, 
is designed to help you record your 
weather observations and statistics on 
daily temperatures, precipitation, air 
pressure and wind speed. 

This illustrated Weatherwatcher’s 
Diary features climatic facts and fan- 
cies, weather signs, and wind and 
cloud charts to help you try your hand 
at forecasting. The idea of this book 
was born in 1985 during the produc- 
tion of the travelling exhibition 
“Come Rain . . . Come Shine.” 

Carol Thiessen, born in Ottawa, 
spent summers and weekends on a 
farm with lake frontage near Perth, 
Ontario. Here she raised rabbits and 
spent many hours hiking, stargazing, 
satellite watching, mushroom hunting 
and wildflower studying under the 
tutelage of her father, a physicist by 
profession and a naturalist at heart. 
She also learned the rudiments of 
weatherwatching. 

After receiving her Bachelor of Arts 
in Psychology and English, Carol 
worked in editing for various govern- 
ment departments and then free- 
lanced for six years as an editor/writer 
in Vancouver and Ottawa, using her 
time between jobs to travel. She joined 
the NMNS as an exhibit planner in 
1982 and produced, among other 
exhibits, “‘Nightwings’’, ‘‘Camels 
in the Yukon’’, and “Building a 
Dinosaur’’. This is her first book. 

Like all outdoor enthusiasts, Carol 
has experienced her share of weather, 
including canoeing through five days 
of rain on the rapids of the Nahanni 
River in the Northwest Territories, 
winter camping in the Canadian 


Calendar 


Ongoing exhibitions: Women and War, Alex Colville: Images of War and Patriots and 
Propaganda: War Poster Exhibition, CWM, until December 31; New Building: Work in Progress, 
NGC, until opening in 1988; Diamond Jubilee of the VMMB, NMNS, until September; /t started 
with Saunders: A Communication Story in the Grain Industry, NMST, until December 31; 
Present Time: Contemporary Abstraction, NGC, until September 7; Murals from a Great 
Canadian Train, Cruising Down the River and The Centaur, Experimental Car, NMST, until 
September 7; and Bird Strikes, NMNS, until September 13; and The Great Canadian Birdbouse 


Contest, NMNS, until September 7. 


August 5 


Mammoth Trio, Opening of the first exterior permanent exhibition of the NMNS. 


French Calendar may list other events. 


ee 


Carol Thiessen 


Shield, and landing at the tail end of 
a typhoon in Tokyo International Air- 
port. She is an avid gardener, canoeist 
and cross-country skier, and lives in 
the Gatineau Hills in a converted cot- 
tage with husband, Shane Roberts, her 
dog and two cats. 


Employee Newsmagazine of the 
National Muscums of Canada. 


Editor: Jacques Pichette 


Correspondence should be sent 
to: Information Services 
Directorate 
National Museums of Canada 
OTTAWA KIA 0M8 


(613 ) 954-4388 
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